
 

 

Protein Engineering and Synthetic Biology Fellow/Principal Investigator 
 
Job Summary 

A newly-created Fellow position is available to establish the Protein Engineering/Synthetic Biology core 
competency within the Indiana Biosciences Research Institute.  This Fellow will lead research and 
development efforts on the design, engineering, expression, purification and characterization of 
recombinant proteins. 

Responsibilities and Duties 

We are looking for an accomplished and highly motivated researcher with particular interest in applied 
and translational research to join IBRI to build and direct a research team focused on the design and 
engineering of protein targets to meet prophylactic, therapeutic, or diagnostic requirements.   

The successful candidate will report to the Director of Research Programs and his/her responsibilities 
will include: 

• Assemble and direct a team of 10 or more researchers, and work closely with other research 
groups within the Institute, as well as management and external collaborators 

• Lead design and engineering of target molecules, including monoclonal antibodies, vaccines and 
other recombinant proteins  

• Develop and utilize mammalian and microbial expression systems to produce recombinant 
proteins 

• Develop processes to isolate relevant quantities of these target molecules and their initial 
characterization 

• Take a lead role with other scientific staff in compiling data and submitting grant and other 
funding proposals to potential industry partners, foundations and public agencies 

Qualifications and Skills 

Specific skills and qualifications for the position include: 

Required: 

• A minimum of five years of experience as a principal investigator 

• PhD in life sciences, biotechnology or related fields 

• Track record of collaborating/networking with other scientists and institutes 

• Track record of securing grants and other funding to support research 

• Strong background in recombinant protein engineering, expression, purification, and 
characterization 

• Expertise in a wide range of molecular biology techniques, including target design to meet 
critical quality attributes 



 

 

Preferred: 

• Experience in molecular biotechnology is an advantage 

Compensation 

Competitive salary and comprehensive benefits offered. 

The Organization  

The Indiana Biosciences Research Institute (IBRI) is the first industry-inspired applied research institute 
focused on the discovery and development of innovative solutions to address major health concerns. 
Our initial focus areas include diabetes, cardio-metabolic disease, and poor nutrition. IBRI is structured 
as an independent, non-profit organization strategically positioned in Indianapolis: the center of 
Indiana’s vibrant life sciences network of innovators including corporations, academics, and 
foundations.  

IBRI is building an organization of premier entrepreneurial researchers and innovators. We are 
motivated to create discoveries that transform into solutions that positively impact people’s lives. Our 
mission of “Discovery with Purpose” prioritizes recruiting exceptional talent, building a highly-
collaborative culture, and establishing a diverse portfolio of projects and programs supported by 
industry, government, and philanthropic sources.  


